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To All Law Enforcement Agencies:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please accept this letter on behalf of the Mid-Atlantic Association of Women in Law Enforcement (MAAWLE).  This letter is regarding the Association’s 37th annual conference which will be held from September 10th-14th, 2023, at the Westin Annapolis Hotel in Annapolis, Maryland.  This annual conference promotes training and networking with law enforcement agencies within our region.  The Association encompasses agencies within Delaware, the District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Virginia.  This year’s conference theme is “Bridging the Gap” and will be hosted by the Annapolis Police Department.
An integral element of the annual conference is the award presentation.  Awards are presented in four (4) categories ~ Trooper Jessica Cheney Spirit Award, Leadership Award, Lifetime Achievement Award, and Valor Award.  These awards are presented during the annual Awards Luncheon which will be held on Monday, September 11th, 2023, during the conference.  Recipients of these awards will receive a plaque recognizing their achievement, paid 2023 conference fee, and a one-year membership with MAAWLE.  The notification of the award recipients will be made no later than August 6th, 2023.
MAAWLE is requesting that any female officer, meeting the criteria below, be nominated for the honor.  The nominating officer and the nominee must work in the Mid-Atlantic region.  The nominee must be a sworn officer who would meet the guidelines of an active member of the MAAWLE organization but does not have to be a member of MAAWLE at the time of the nomination.  Nominees must be full-time officers with full arrest powers.  The nominee must have contributed significantly to the safety and welfare of the public and her department and also present a positive example for law enforcement.  
The standards for each award are as follows:
TROOPER JESSICA CHENEY SPIRIT AWARD – Recipient will be a law enforcement professional with five (5) years or less of service, who has excelled during her short tenure and embodies the enthusiastic spirit and values held by Trooper Jessica Cheney by over-achieving in all tasks assigned, showing leadership qualities, and striving for excellence. 
LEADERSHIP AWARD – Recipient will be a law enforcement professional with at least ten (10) years of experience, who has distinguished herself through integrity, ethical standards, initiative, problem solving, communication, planning & organizing and administration.
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD – Recipient will be a law enforcement professional with at least fifteen (15) years of experience, who has distinguished herself through outstanding accomplishments and contributions spanning her career.
VALOR AWARD – Recipient will be a law enforcement professional who distinguished herself by an act of extraordinary selflessness, personal bravery, courage or self-sacrifice in the previous calendar year - 2022.
The deadline for submission of nominations is Friday, July 28th, 2023.  The Nomination Form is enclosed with this letter.  All nomination forms and any questions regarding the awards can be directed to me via the below listed contact information.  Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

[image: ]Respectfully yours, 



Police Officer III Barbara Natoli, MAAWLE Awards Committee, Chairperson
Montgomery County Police, 8751 Snouffer School Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20879
(240) 773-6900 main / (240) 773-6908 direct / fax (301) 279-1323 / Barbara.Natoli@montgomerycountymd.gov

ANNUAL AWARDS


IN 1989, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN IN LAW ENFORCEMENT RECOGNIZED TALENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS WITHIN THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE ORGANIZATION.  WITH THAT IN MIND, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ORGANIZED THE FIRST-EVER OFFICER OF THE YEAR LUNCHEON AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

THE FIRST OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD WAS AWARDED TO LEVENA E. CROSKEY OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, DC.  FROM 1989 THROUGH 1995 THE ASSOCIATION CONTINUED TO RECOGNIZE THE OFFICER OF THE YEAR AT THE ANNUAL TRAINING CONFERENCE.

IN 1996, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD DECIDED TO EXPAND THE SCOPE OF THE OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD AND ADOPTED THREE NEW SEPARATE AWARD CATEGORIES.  THEY WERE SINGULAR ACT, OUTSTANDING CONTINUOUS SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP.

THE FOLLOWING YEAR BROUGHT MORE PROGRESSIVE CHANGE TO THE AWARDS PROCESS AS THE ASSOCIATION WAS REACHING NEW HEIGHTS.  THE SINGULAR ACT AWARD WAS RENAMED THE VALOR AWARD.  IN 2001, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD SUGGESTED YET ANOTHER PROGRESSIVE CHANGE TO THE AWARDS PROGRAM.  THE OUTSTANDING CONTINUOUS SERVICE AWARD BECAME THE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD.  THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ALSO ADDED THE TROOPER JESSICA CHENEY SPIRIT AWARD.  THESE POSITIVE CHANGES HAVE BROUGHT THE ASSOCIATION TO WHERE IT IS TODAY.   THE MID-ATLANTIC ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN IN LAW ENFORCEMENT PROUDLY OFFERS AWARDS IN FOUR DISTINCT CATEGORIES:  VALOR, LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT, LEADERSHIP AND THE TROOPER JESSICA CHENEY SPIRIT AWARD.

OVER FIFTY POLICE OFFICERS HAVE RECEIVED AWARDS FROM THE MID-ATLANTIC ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN IN LAW ENFORCEMENT.  THE ASSOCIATION CONTINUES ITS PROUD TRADITION OF RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS AND SACRIFICES OF WOMEN IN LAW ENFORCEMENT THROUGHOUT THE MID-ATLANTIC REGION.

OVER THE YEARS, SOME OF OUR AWARD NAMES MAY HAVE CHANGED BUT THE SPIRIT WITH WHICH THEY ARE GIVEN HAS NOT.

TROOPER JESSICA CHENEY SPIRIT AWARD – RECIPIENT WILL BE A LAW ENFORCEMENT PROFESSIONAL WITH FIVE (5) YEARS OR LESS OF SERVICE, WHO HAS EXCELLED DURING HER SHORT TENURE AND EMBODIES THE ENTHUSIASTIC SPIRIT AND VALUES HELD BY TROOPER JESSICA CHENEY BY OVER-ACHIEVING IN ALL TASKS ASSIGNED, SHOWING LEADERSHIP QUALITIES, AND STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE.

LEADERSHIP – RECIPIENT WILL BE A LAW ENFORCEMENT PROFESSIONAL WITH AT LEAST TEN (10) YEARS OF EXPERIENCE, WHO HAS DISTINGUISHED HERSELF THROUGH INTEGRITY, ETHICAL STANDARDS, INITIATIVE, PROBLEM SOLVING, COMMUNICATION, PLANNING & ORGANIZING AND ADMINISTRATION.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT – RECIPIENT WILL BE A LAW ENFORCEMENT PROFESSIONAL WITH AT LEAST FIFTEEN (15) YEARS OF EXPERIENCE, WHO HAS DISTINGUISHED HERSELF THROUGH OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS SPANNING HER CAREER.

VALOR – RECIPIENT WILL BE A LAW ENFORCEMENT PROFESSIONAL WHO DISTINGUISHED HERSELF BY AN ACT OF EXTRAORDINARY SELFLESSNESS, PERSONAL BRAVERY, COURAGE OR SELF-SACRIFICE IN THE PREVIOUS CALENDAR YEAR - 2022.



MAAWLE ANNUAL AWARDS NOMINATION FORM

AWARD NOMINATION:
	
□     VALOR AWARD
	
□     LEADERSHIP AWARD

	
□     LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
	
□     TROOPER JESSICA CHENEY SPIRIT AWARD



NOMINATOR INFORMATION:
	RANK/TITLE & FULL NAME:

	ADDRESS:

	AGENCY:

	WORK PHONE:

	EMAIL:

	CELL PHONE (PREFERRED):



NOMINEE INFORMATION:
	RANK/TITLE & FULL NAME:

	ADDRESS:

	AGENCY:

	WORK PHONE:

	EMAIL:

	CELL PHONE (PREFERRED):



ALL NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE FILLED OUT COMPLETELY.  ALL NOMINATING PERSONS AND RECIPIENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED VIA TELEPHONE OR E-MAIL.  IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THE TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES THAT ARE LISTED ON THE NOMINATION FORM ARE CORRECT.  IF HAND-WRITTEN, PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.  FOR ANY NOMINEE NOT RECEIVING AN AWARD, A CERTIFICATE WILL BE PRESENTED AT THE AWARDS LUNCHEON, IF THEY ARE IN ATTENDANCE, OR MAILED TO THE ADDRESS ON THE NOMINATION FORM, IN NOT IN ATTENDANCE.

NOMINATING PERSONS SHOULD INCLUDE THE FACTS REGARDING THE NOMINEE AND A SHORT BIOGRAPHY LIMITED TO THREE (3) PAGES, IF POSSIBLE.  ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THE AWARDS CAN BE DIRECTED TO:
SEND ALL COMPLETED NOMINATION FORMS TO:
MAAWLE.AWARDS@GMAIL.COM          OR 
GO TO THIS LINK TO COMPLETE A GOOGLE FORM: https://www.tinyurl.com/MAAWLE2023Awards     OR SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW

POLICE OFFICER III BARBARA NATOLI
MONTGOMERY COUNTY POLICE –- FTEP
8751 SNOUFFER SCHOOL ROAD, GAITHERSBURG, MD  20879
(240) 773-6900 MAIN / (240) 773-6908 DIRECT 
(301) 279-1323 FAX
BARBARA.NATOLI@MONTGOMERYCOUNTYMD.GOV 


[image: ]ALL NOMINATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED & RECEIVED BY 3:00PM ON FRIDAY, JULY 28TH, 2023.
RECIPIENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY AUGUST 6TH, 2023. 
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU RECEIVE CONFIRMATION OF YOUR SUBMISSION. 
MAAWLE IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, AND ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
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